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OTAR Part 140 v6.06   Consultation Comments 01.07.2022 – 30.09.2022 
 

No. Commentator Document 
Reference Comment Response Action 

1 BAS OTAR 
140.69 

140.69 Response time objective at 
Water Aerodromes (a) The RFFS shall 
achieve a response time not exceeding 
5 minutes to any point of the movement 
area in good visibility and water surface 
conditions. 
 
We note that the equivalent section in 
UK CAA CAP 168 Licensing of 
Aerodromes, Edition 12 (Jan 2022) 
states: 
 
11.33 The RFFS should achieve a 
response time not exceeding 15 minutes 
to any point of the movement area in 
good visibility and water surface 
conditions. 
 
We wondered if you were able to provide 
a reason for the reduced time stipulated 
in OTAR 140 vs CAP 168 or is it a typo? 

We do not adhere to CAP but to ICAO 
documents.  According to ICAO 
documents, the operational goal of the 
RFFS for water aerodromes shall be to 
achieve a response time not exceeding 
three (03) minutes to any point of each 
operational water runway in optimum 
visibility and surface conditions. 
 
Given the nature of the operations and 
the fact that this refers to sea operations, 
we have decided to make it less 
restrictive. 

No further action required. 

2 BCAA OTAR 140 In doing some recent assessments of 
TRA response times there was a debate 
if night time response would be defined 
as optimum visibility.  When comparing 
to CAP 699 there is a definition that 
notes night time is not optimum visibility.  
Can a similar definition be add to this 
next revision? 

We do not adhere to CAP but to ICAO 
documents.  ICAO Annex 14 and CAP 
168 defines optimum visibility and 
surface conditions as daytime, good 
visibility, no precipitation with normal 
response route free of surface 
contamination, e.g. water, ice or snow.  
This is now reflected in the Note under 
OTAR 140.65(a)(2). 

No further action required. 

 


